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NoteCable v1.11 Retail.rar. (whatever the right
word may be), it has an effect upon the symbolic
meaning of expression insofar as the change in
meaning may be seen as a ‘change in tone.’ One
could, however, also view the re-emergence of
slang, humour and metaphor as an extension of
the traditional figures of rhetoric. This was the
position of the Italian critic and linguist Eugenio
Albino, whose work on metaphors is discussed
later. Based on his reading of Aristotle, Albino held
that we live, as it were, in a transparent time. In
the written and spoken word, he noted, what we
find is the un-transparent element of language –
the ‘sub-text’ (allegedly represented here by
slang, humour and metaphor). The transposability
of meaning – from the social to the technical – can
be seen as a form of under-rhetoric. This point is
well made by the linguist Mark Hallett in his book
Rhetoric and Comedy. He explains that in a
phrase such as ‘The boy has turned into a frog’
the ‘appropriate’ rhetor uses under-rhetoric to
take the changing meaning of ‘boy’ out of its
more limited ‘social’ context and into an
(un)conscious lexicon of (political) expression
which includes the pun on the word ‘frog.’ (It
should be noted here that, once again, underrhetoric is a rhetorical concept, and is not to be
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confused with under-rhetorical discourse.)
Paradoxically, then, although language is a closed
sign system, it is also simultaneously a
transparent one. And it is not only the social that
can be taken out of its original context and into an
open space where it becomes a semantic resource
for new and unexpected uses. In fact, it is possible
to expand further this ‘transparency’ and argue
that a certain kind of linguistically-mediated sense
can be made of the term ‘extension’. Perhaps we
could see this as one of the ‘hidden’ powers of
slang, whereby a word takes on a new meaning in
a
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